
WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 

>1 . An information- signal playback system 
Comprising an information - signal reading apparatus for 
reading out a main information signal and information on 
copyright protection from a recording medium containing 
said main information^ signal and information on at least 
copyright protection, and an information - signal 
processing apparatus for receiving said main information 
signal and s/aid information on copyright protection 
received /rom said information- signal reading apparatus, 
/herein said information - signal reading apparatus 

has 

a Veadout means for reading out said information on 
copyright protection from said recording medium; 

an encryption means for encrypting said -information 
on copyright projection read out by said readout means; 
and 

an output mearfs for supplying said information on 
copyright protection eircrypted by said encryption means 
and said unencrypted information on copyright protection 
to said information - signal processing apparatus, and 

said information - signal^Drocessing apparatus has: 
a decryption means for decrypting said encrypted 
information on copyright protectionVeceived from said 
information- signal reading apparatus; sbod 
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a control means for controlling predetermined 
processing carried out on saijj^main information signal on 
the basis of said unencrypted information on copyright 
protection receivefKr rom said information- signal reading 
apparatus and/fnf ormation on copyright protection 
obtained >£s a result of decryption carried out by said 
decryption means. 



2 . An information 



to claim 1 wherein said information on copyright 



protection is media- type 
of said recording medium. 

3. An information- 



signal playback system according 



information indicating the type 



signal playback system according 
to claim 1 wherein said encryption means employed in said 
information- signal reading apparatus encrypts said 
information on copyright protection in accordance with a 
CSS system. 

\<^-TV/ / 4 . An information - signal playback system according 
* to claim 1 wherein: 

additional information for controlling a copy 
operation has been added Xlo said main information signal 
recorded on said recording medium; 

said information- signal processing apparatus is 
provided with an adxii tional - information detecting means 
for detecting sai/a additional information added to said 
main information signal received from said information- 
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signal reading apparatus; and 

said contprol means controls predetermined 

ed out on said main information signal by 
tional information detected by said 
information - signal detecting means into consideration. 

An information-signal playback system according 
to x^laim 4 wherein: 



processing carr:. 
taking said add:. 



said additional in 
superposed on said main i 
watermark information; an 
said additional - in 
employed in said informat 
detects said digital-wate 



ormation is information 
iiformation signal as digital - 
d 

formation detecting means 
ion- signal processing apparatus 
rmark information superposed on 



said main information signal. 



-6. An information 
comprising an informatior 



signal playback system 

-signal reading apparatus for 
reading out a main information signal and information on 
copyright protection frorp a recording medium containing 

1 and information on at least 
n information- signal 
receiving said main information 
Lon on copyright protection 



said main inf ormation\s 
copyright protection, 
processing apparatus for 
signal and said informat 




wherein said info 



has : 



received from said inf or ma t ion - signal reading apparatus, 



rmation- signal reading apparatus 
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a readout means for reading out said information on 
copyright protection from said recording medium; 

an encryption means flor encrypting said information 
on copyright protection read out by said readout means; 

an output means for supplying said information on 
copyright protection encrypted by said encryption means 
and said unencrypted information on copyright protection 
to said information- signal/ processing apparatus; and 

a readout control mpans for controlling an 
operation to read out said main information signal from 

aid recording medium in 4 ccor( *ance with a readout - 
control signal receiv^ji^ f ifom said information- signal 
processing apparatus , 

said information- sidnal processing apparatus has: 
- a -decryption means for decrypting said encrypted, 
information on copyright protection received from said 
information- signal reading apparatus; and 

a readout - control - signal generating means for 
generating said readout - control signal based on said 
unencrypted information on copyright protection received 
from said information - signal reading apparatus and 

protection obtained as a result 
t by said decryption means and 



information on copyright 
of decryption carried ou 



for supplying said readout - control signal to said 



information- signal readd 



ng apparatus 
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7. An information - signal playback system according 
to claim 6 wherein: 

said information- signa/L processing apparatus is 
provided with a readout - control - signal encrypting means 
for encrypting a readout - control signal generated by said 
a readout - control - signal geperating means; and 

said information- sigpal reading apparatus is 
provided with a control - information decrypting means for 
receiving and decrypting encrypted a readout - control 
signal received from said/ information- signal processing 
apparatus . 

8. An information- signal playback system according 
to claim 6 where^rT^s^id/ information on copyright 
protection is me&i^ - tyj^e information indicating the type 
of said-recording meXJatim 

9. An information - signal playback system according 
to claim 6 wherein sai/d encryption means employed in said 
information- signal reading apparatus encrypts said 
information on copyright protection in accordance with a 
CSS system. 

10. An information - signal playback system 
according to claim 7 /wherein said a readout - control - 
signal encrypting means employed in said information- 
signal processing apparatus carries out encryption 
processing in accordance with a system different from a 



system adopted by said encryption means employed in said 
information - signal reading apparatus . 

11. An information - s Lgnal playback system 
according to claim 6 whereim: 

additional information for controlling a copy 
operation has been added tq said main information signal 
recorded on said recording /medium; 

said information- signal processing apparatus is 
provided with an additional - information detecting means 
for detecting said additional information added to said 
main information signal received from said information- 
signal reading apparatus]? and 

said a readout - control - signal generating means 
generates a readout- control signal to be supplied to said 
information -signal /recb^jing apparatus by taking said 
additional informatidgi (detected by said additional- 
information detecting &eahs into consideration. 

12. An inf ormatji&n- signal playback system 
according to claim 11 wherein: 

said additional I information is information 
superposed on said maim information signal as digital - 
watermark information; and 

<sz I 

said additional - information detecting means 
employed in said information- signal processing apparatus 
detects said digital - yatermark information superposed on 
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said main information signal . 

^^T3 . An information- signal reading apparatus for 
reading out a main information signal/and information on 
copyright protection from a recording medium containing 
said main information signal arnd information on at least 
copyright protection and £or supplying said signal and 
said information to an/information - signal processing 
apparatus, said information - signal reading apparatus 
comprising 

a readout means for reading out said information on 
copyright protection from said recording medium; 

encryption means for encrypting said information 
on copyright protection read out by said readout means; 
and r 

an output means- for supplying- said information on 
opyright protection encrypted by said encryption means 
and said unencrypted information on copyright protection 
To saia information - signal processing apparatus . 



/ 14 . An inf ormatior 
according to claim 13 whe 



-signal reading apparatus 
rein said information on 
copyright protection is media-type information indicating 
the type of said recording medium. 

15. An inf ormatioijL - signal reading apparatus 

rein said encryption means 
ion- signal reading apparatus 
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according to claim 13 whe 
employed in said informal: 



encrypts said information on copyright protection in 



accordance with a 

16. An informati 
reading out a main info 



CSS system. 

on- signal reading apparatus for 
:rmation signal and information on 



copyright protection from a recording medium containing 
said main information signal and information on at least 
copyright protection an|d for supplying said signal and 
said information to an information - signal processing 
apparatus, said information - signal reading apparatus 
comprising : 

a readout mean^ for reading out said information on 
copyright protection Jfrom said recording medium; 

an encryption means for encrypting said information 



on copyright protect 
- an output mear 

copyright pro tec tio 
and said unencrypted 
to said information- 
a readout con 
operation to read o 



on read out by said readout means; 
s for supplying said information on. 

crypted by said encryption means 
3snf ormation on copyright protection 
signal processing apparatus; and 
rol means for controlling an 
t said main information signal from 
said recording medium in accordance with a readout- 
control signal received from said information - signal 
processing apparatuls . 

17. An information - signal reading apparatus 
according to claim/ 16 wherein: 
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trol signal generated by said 
Bssing apparatus is encrypted 



said readout -conl 
information - signal proc 
information; and 

a control - information decrypting means is provided 

rypted readout - control signal, 
on- signal reading apparatus 
herein said information on 
media- type information indicating 
g medium, 
on- signal reading apparatus 
herein said encryption means 
ation- signal reading apparatus 
on on copyright protection in 
ystem. 

20. An information- signal processing apparatus for 
eceiving a main information signal^ encrypted 
information on copyright protection and unencrypted 
information on copyright proteotion, said information 



for decrypting said enc 

18. An informat:. 
according to claim 16 w 
copyright protection is 
the type of said r 

19. An informat 
according to claim 16 v 
employed in said inforn 
encrypts said informati 
accordance with a CSS s 





signal processing apparatus comprising: 

/ 

a decryption means f^-r decrypting said encrypted 

information on copyright protection; and 

/ 

a control means for controlling predetermined 
processing carried out^/on said main information signal on 
the basis of said unencrypted information on copyright 
protection and information on copyright protection 
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according to claim 2 
copyright protection 




obtained as a resjiix of decryption carried out by said 
decryptioHr*tneans . 

21. An information - signal processing apparatus 
3 wherein said information on 

is media-type information indicating 
the type of said recording medium. 

22. An information - signal processing apparatus 
according to claim 2 3 wherein said encrypted information 
on copyright protection is information encrypted in 
accordance with a CSS system. 

An information - signal processing apparatus 
brding to claim 20 wherein: 

additional information/for controlling a copy 
operation has been added to said main information signal; 

- an additional -information detecting- means-is 

provided for detecting said additional information added 
to said main information signal; and 

said control means controls an operation to output 
said main Jmf ormation signal by taking said additional 
information detected by said information- signal detecting 
meanjB into consideration, 

24 . An information /signal processing apparatus 
according to claim 23 wh4rein: 

said additional /information is information 




# 



watermark information; and 

sai'd additional - information detecting means detects 
said digital -watermark information superposed on said 
main information signal. 

25. An information - signal processing apparatus for 



receiving a main infor: 
information on copyrig 
information on copyrig 



lation signal, encrypted 
'.it protection and unencrypted 
it protection , said information- 
signal processing appajratus comprising: 

a decryption mefans for decrypting said encrypted 
information on copyright protection; and 

a control - signal generating means for generating 



control signal based 
copyright protection 
protection obtained a 



signal to a supplier 
2 6 . An inform 

according to claim 2 
a control -sig 

encrypting control s 

signal generating me 



on said unencrypted information on 
and information on copyright 
is a result of decryption carried out 
by said decryption m^ans and for supplying said control 

of said main information signal, 
tytion- signal processing apparatus 
wherein : 

lal encrypting means is provided for 
signal generated by said control - 
;ans; and 

said encrypted control signal is supplied to a 
supplier of said main information signal. 

ation- signal processing apparatus 
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27 . An inforn 



according to claim 25 wherein said information on 



copyright protection is 
the type of said recor 



media- type information indicating 
ing medium. 

28. An information - signal processing apparatus 
according to claim 25 wherein said information on 
copyright protection hps been encrypted in accordance 
with a CSS system. 

29. An information - signal processing apparatus 
according to claim 26 ^herein said information on 
copyright protection h^s been encrypted in accordance 

from a system adopted by said 
ng means . 

on- signal processing apparatus 
according to claim 25 therein: 

- additional -information for controlling a_ copy . _. 
operation has been added to said main information signal 
recorded on said r^c^rqling medium; 

ormation detecting means is 
aid additional information added 
n signal; and 



with a system differen 
control - signal encrypt 
30. An informati 



an additio 
provided for dete 
to said main inform 




said control - signal generating means generates a 
control signal by taking said additional information 
detected by said addi tional - information detecting means 
into consideration 

31. An information - signal processing apparatus 
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according to claim 30 wherein:, 

said additional information is information 
superposed on said main information signal as digital 
watermark inf ortofetlory / and 

said addits4QnVy- information detecting means detects 
said digital - wa^eifciai-k information superposed on said 
main information signal. 

f2 . An information- signal playback yfnethod for 
iriving an information- signal reading apparatus to read 
out a main information signal and information on 
copyright protection from a recording medium containing 
said main information signal and information on at least 
copyright protection and supply sacid main information 
signal and said information on copyright protection to an 

information -signal processing apparatus , said - 

information - signal playback rpethod comprising the steps 
of: 

driving said information - signal reading apparatus 
to supply encrypted information on copyright protection 
and unencrypted informa/tion on copyright protection to 
said information - signal processing apparatus; and 

driving said /information - signal processing 
apparatus to decrypt said encrypted information on 
copyright protection received from said information- 
signal reading Apparatus, and controls predetermined 



85 



# 



processing carried out on said main information signal on 
the basis of said unencrypted information on copyright 
protection received fr^jrt^ said information - signal reading 
apparatus and information on copyright protection 
obtained as a Jesuit of decryption. 

33. An information - signal playback method 
according to claim 32 wherein said information on 
copyright protection is tmedia - type information indicating 
the type of said recording medium. 



34. An informatic 



according to claim 32 further including the step of 



encrypting said informat 
accordance with a CSS sy 




n- signal playback method 



ion on copyright protection in 
3 tern. ^ 
An information - signal playback method 

according to claim 32 ; - - / - ... 

wherein additional information for controlling a 
copy operation has been added tcK said main information 
signal recorded on said recording medium, said 
information- signal playback method further including the 
step of driving said Information - signal processing 
apparatus to detect/ said additional information added to 
said main information signal and control predetermined 
processing carried out on said main information signal by 
taking said detected additional information into 
consideration . 
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36. An information - signal playback method 
according to claim 35; 

wherein said additicmecT information is information 
superposed on said mahr information signal as digital - 
watermark inf ormaJsdTon , said information- signal playback 
method further including the step of driving said 
information-signal processing apparatus to detect said 
digital -watermark information superposed on said main 
/information signal . 

37. An inf ormation- signal playback method for 
driving an inf ormation - signal reading apparatus to read 
out a main information signal and information on 
copyright protection from a recording medium containing 
said main information signal and information on at least 
copyright proteetion^nd /supply said main information . .... 

:ormat\on on copyright protection to an 
.ng apparatus, said 

method comprising the steps 



ptfocesi 



>acJ 



signal and said ii 
information - signal 
information - signal 1 
of: 

driving said information - signal reading apparatus 
to supply encrypted information on copyright protection 
and unencrypted information on copyright protection to 
said inf ormation- signal processing apparatus and control 
an operation to read put said main information signal 
from said recording medium on the basis of a readout - 
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control signal received from said information- signal 
processing apparatus; and 

driving said information- signal processing 
apparatus to decrypt said encrypted information on 
copyright protection received from saj/d information- 
signal reading apparatus, generate aaid readout - control 
signal on the basis of said unencrypted information on 
copyright protection received from said information- 
signal reading apparatus and information on copyright 
protection obtained as a resul/t of decryption, and supply 
said readout - control signal yco said information- signal 
reading apparatus . 

signal playback method 
ther including the steps of: 
mat ion- signal processing 
d readout - control signal and 
eadout - control signal to said 
ing apparatus; and 
driving sa£d information- signal reading apparatus 
to decrypt said /encrypted read-out control signal 
received from ^aid information - signal processing 
apparatus . 

39. An information- signal playback method 
according to claim 37 wherein said information on 
copyright/protec tion is media- type information indicating 



38 . An infor: 
according to claim 

- - driving sai 

apparatus to encryp 
supply said encrypt 
information - si 



7 fi 



mfo 



.gnal/ rea< 
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the type of said recording medium. 

40. An information- signal playback inethod 
according to claim 37 further including yhe step of 
encrypting said information on copyrigh/C protection in 
accordance with a CSS system, 

41. An information- signal playback method 
according to claim 37 further including the steps of: 

encrypting said information on copyright protection 
in accordance with a predetermined system; and 

encrypting said readout /control signal in 
accordance with a system different from said 
predetermined system . 

42. An information -/signal playback method 
according to claii 

iitionafl. information for controlling „a 
Idded to said main information 
/ecording medium, said 
>ack method further including the 
f d inX^rmation- signal processing 



wherein adj 
copy operation haE 
signal recorded on\ 
information- signal 
step of driving sad 



bee 



saixd 



apparatus to: 

detect said additional information added to said 
main information signal received from said information- 
signal reading apparatus; and 

generate a readout - control signal by taking said 
detected additional information into consideration. 
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43. An information - signal gZayback method 
according to claim 42, 

wherein said additioi>£l information is information 
superposed on saicf mafn information signal as digital 



watermark inform* 
method further ii 
information - sigi 



Lon, 



laid information - signal playback 
fg the step of driving said 
processing apparatus to detect said 
digital -waterfhark information superposed on said main 
information signal . 

An information - signal riding method for 
reading out a main information signal and information on 
copyright protection from a recording medium containing 
said main information signal/ and information on at least 
copyright protection and yfor supplying said signal and 

said information to an/information - signal processing 

apparatus, said information - signal reading method 
comprising the step of supplying encrypted information on 
copyright protection and said unencrypted information on 
copyright protection to said information - signal 
processing apparatus. 

[5. An information- signal reading method according 
to claim 44 wherein saip information on copyright 
protection is media- type information indicating the type 
of said recording medium. 



46. An informat 



ion- signal reading method according 
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to claim 44 fup£*tier including the step of encrypting said 
information on copyright protection in accordance with a 
CSS/system . 



47 . An inf ormat 
reading out a main inf 
copyright protection f 
said main information 



ion- signal reading method for 
Drmation signal and information on 
com a recording medium containing 
signal and information on at least 



copyright protection and for supplying said signal and 



said information to an 
apparatus, said inf or 



information - signal processing 
ation- signal reading method 
comprising the steps i>f : 

supplying encrypted information on copyright 
protection and unencrypted information on copyright 
protection to said information- signal processing 
apparatus ; and 

controlling \kjn operation to read out said main 
information signal JfcSfrr^said recording medium in 
accordance with a rdadouVcontrol signal received from 
said inf ormation- sic nal processing apparatus 

48. An inf oripation- signal reading method according 
to claim 47, 

wherein said Readout - control signal supplied from 
said inf ormation - signal processing apparatus is encrypted 
information, said inf ormation - signal reading method 
further including the step of decrypting said encrypted 
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readout-control signal . 

49. An information - signal reading method according 



to claim 47 where 
protection i 
of said recor 
50 . An 
to claim 47 where 




in said information on copyright 

type information indicating the type 
dium . 




information - signal reading method according 
in said information on copyright 
protection is information encrypted in accordance with a 
CSS system, 

51. An information - signal processing method for 
ceiving a main information signal./ encrypted 
information on copyright protection and unencrypted 
information on copyright protection, said information 
signal processing method comprising the steps of: 

decrypting said enc/ypted inf ormation .on_copyright 

protection; and 

controlling predetermined processing carried out on 
said main information signal on the basis of said 
unencrypted information on copyright protection and 
decrypted information on copyright protection. 



52 . An informati 



pn-signal processing method 



according to claim 51 wherein said information on 



copyright protection is 



the type of said recording medium 



53 . An informati 



media -type information indicating 



Dn-signal processing method 
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according to clainttfSl wherein said encrypted information 
on copyright protection is information encrypted in 



accordance with a /CSS system. 



An information - signal processing method 



srein additional information for 
:ion has been added to said main 

information - signal processing 

the steps of : 

itional information added to said 



rding to claim 51 wh 
controlling a copy opera 
information signal, said 
method further including 
detecting said ad 
main information signal;, 

controlling predetermined processing carried out on 
said main information signal by taking said detected 
additional information flnto consideration. 

55. An information- signal processing method 
according to claim 54 wherein said -additional information 
is information superposed on said main information signal 
as digital -watermark information, said information - signal 
processing method further including the step of detecting 
said digital -watermark information superposed on said 
main information signal . 

56. An information -ybignal processing method for 
receiving a main inf orme^tAon signal, encrypted 
information on copyrignVbrotection and unencrypted 
information on copyrigjit protection, said information- 
signal processing method comprising the steps of: 
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decrypting said encrypted information on copyright 
protection; and 

generating a control signal /based on said 
unencrypted information on copyright protection and 
decrypted information on copyric&ht protection and 
supplying said control signal 70 a supplier of said main 
information signal . 

57. An informa tion - signal processing method 
according to claim 56 furthrer including the steps of: 

encrypting said conrtrol signal generated by said 
control - signal generating means; and 

supplying said encrypted control signal to a 
supplier of said main information signal. 

58. An information- signal processing method 

according- to claim bjS wherein said information on — 

copyright protecoima is media- type information indicating 
the type of said recording medium. 

59. An information- signal processing method 
according to claim 56 wherein said encrypted information 
on copyright protection is information encrypted in 
accordance wiyfch a CSS system. 

60. An information - signal processing method 
according zo claim 57 further including the step of 
encryptino said control signal in accordance with a 
system different from a system, in which said information 
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on copyright protection i s /encrypted . 

61. An information - signal processing method 
according to claim 56 wherein additional information for 
controlling a copy operation has been added to said main 
information signal, said information - signal processing 
method further including the steps of: 

detecting said /additional information added to said 
main information signal; and 

generating s^aid control signal by taking said 
detected additional information into consideration. 

62. An inyoraiation - signal processing method 
according to claim 5^6 wherein said additional information 
is information/ superposed on said main information signal 
as digital -waytermark information, said information - signal 
processing method further- including the- step of detecting, 
said digits. -watermark information superposed on said 
main information signal . 
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